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Black Country Advocacy Referral Form
* It is compulsory to complete sections marked with a red asterisk
	*Have you obtained consent from young person for referral?      Y / N
*When and how was this consent obtained?

· We cannot accept a referral without the consent of the young person that they want an advocate, exceptions to this are in the case of young people with profound communication difficulties, or the very young, where it may be difficult to gain consent / understanding from the young person
· In order to work with this young person, we do require consent to store information on our secure database. If young person is under 13, we require this consent from parent / carer / corporate parent.



	*Local Authority  - please delete where appropriate
Sandwell 

Walsall 
    Wolverhampton
*Date and time of referral: 
*Taken by / from: 


	*Details of Referrer:   
Contact Number:  
Email Address: 
*How did referrer hear about the service?

	*Are there any safeguarding or other issues we should be aware of? CIN/CP 


	*Young Persons Details

Name:  
Age/Date of Birth: 
Address: 
Phone no: 
Email: 
Contact Preference: 


	*Ethnicity:  

	*Disability: Y / N

	*Gender:  M/ F

	*Legal Status: 
if child protection please state category 
 

	Social Worker: 
Address: 
Phone No:  
Email: 


	IRO :  
Address: 
Phone No: 
Email: 


	
	Carer: 


	*Issue: 
NOTE: Please be aware that we share all information we are given with the young person, so please bear this in mind when sharing information with the service


	Additional Information:

Who we work with/ referral criteria:

· We can take referrals from anyone connected with a young person (including of course the young person) as long as they have obtained the consent of the young person that they want an advocate (someone to help them speak about an issue). The obvious exceptions to this are in the case of young people with profound communication difficulties, or the very young, where it may be difficult to gain consent / understanding from the young person, in which case we would take a Children’s Rights approach in accepting the referral for Non-Instructed advocacy. 

· Our age range for referrals is 0 – 25, including care leavers at university and young people with disabilities). We work with young people wherever they are placed by their Local Authority.

· The other criteria are basically, that they originate from the Authorities of the Black Country (Walsall, Sandwell, Dudley and Wolverhampton) and have a social worker involvement (i.e. Child in Need/Child Protection/Looked After /Care leaver).

· Please be aware that we share all information we are given with the young person, so please bear this in mind when sharing information with the service.

How to refer:

· If you want to refer any young people,  fill in the attached referral form and send it back to BCA.Referral@childrenssociety.org.uk ( address at the top of the form), it will be allocated within a working day of receipt and then an advocate will contact the young person within a working day of that.

· Or you can just call up the office and we do the paperwork side !.




CIN – Child in Need 

CP – Child Protection
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